
Passover 

Luke 21:37-22:38 
Introduction: 

Passover is an incredible time, yet we in evangelical Christianity miss it 
Millions of Jews celebrate Passover Seders in homes with as much devotion and tradition as millions of 

Christians celebrate Easter Sunday morning in churches. 

But there is far more connection between these two festivals or celebrations than many realize.  Passover is 

the foundation.  Easter is the fulfillment.  Neither was ever intended to stand alone. 

 
If we do not understand and value the Passover, we cannot fully understand or appreciate Easter 

 

This is an unbelievable portion of scripture…the upper room, last supper, and Passover meal: 

• Passover 

• Betrayal by Judas 

• Argument over who is the greatest 

• John discourse in 14-17 

• First communion 

 

Setting the Table of the Passage: 

Read Luke 21:37-38 – What Jesus was doing from Palm Sunday through Wed. of His final week.  

He was teaching in the Temple by day, and praying by night. 

 

In Matthew 26:2 Jesus had said to his disciples on the last Tuesday of his life on earth: "You know 

that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man is to be delivered up for 

crucifixion." The great Roman peace had enabled the Jews throughout the whole empire to come to 

Jerusalem each year to celebrate the Passover, followed by the seven-day Feast of Unleavened 

Bread. Jesus and his disciples joined 2,700,000 other Jews and began to make preparation for the 

celebration of the Passover on Thursday. 

 

Jesus had never before headed the Passover meal – first time no disciples yet, second one they were 

in Samaria and Galilee 

 

Read vs. 2.  Why are they waiting to catch Jesus?  Who are they afraid of? 

 

• Matt. 26:2-5 Plotting to kill Jesus 

• Mark 14:1-2, 10-11 Judas’ betrayal 

 

Read Luke 22:2.  The Sanhedrin was ready to capture and kill Jesus, but they wanted to wait until 

the Passover was done.  Why?  Why is it important that Judas provides them this earlier 

opportunity? 

 

Read 22:3-6.  What was Judas paid out of?  (the Temple treasury)  What was the money used for? 

(purchase of Temple sacrifices)   

 

Where was Judas form? (only disciple from Judea)  What is the significance of that?  What was 

Judas’ role?  Why was he asked to administer the money?  Do you think he was always corrupt?  



Had this planned out from the beginning?  What do you think drew Judas to Jesus?  What was he 

following for all these years? 

Our strengths inevitably become our weaknesses 

• Zech. 11:11-13 – prophesied about Judas 

• Psalm 41:9 

In Acts 1 he is actually replaced by Matthias 

 

Read vs. 3-4.  What is strange about this passage?  Read John 13:26-27. 

Two questions: 

 

1. Who are the only 2 people in the Bible named, “the son of perdition (doomed to destruction, one 

utterly lost and given over to evil)”? 

2. Who are the only 2 people in the Bible whom Satan himself is thought to possess? 

 

To betray a friend after eating a meal with him was, and still is, regarded as the worst kind of 

treachery in the Middle East.  So it would be more like a pastor at a wedding announcing that the 

groom will commit adultery on his honeymoon, just hours after he has spoken his wedding vows 

and placed the first bite of wedding cake in his bride¹s mouth. 

 

Read II Thes. 2:3 

 

Read Luke 22:7-8.  Two days have now passed and it is time to prepare the Pascha meal.  Why 

doesn’t Jesus make known to all the disciples where they will he the last meal? (because of Judas) 

 

Important to understand that the “Day of Preparation” (for Sabbath) is NOT the same as preparing 

for the Passover meal 

 

• Read vs. 7-13. 

Katalyma = hall (same as birth)…very humble.Yet given Mark’s house’s upper room (same as Acts 

12).  This upper room was large, and furnished, probably at least 15’ sq.  Had couches surrounding 

a low lying horseshoe shaped table.  Only thing necessary for the disciples to do was to prepare the 

meal. 

 

Passover = Pascha 

 

Biblical History 

• Probably THE most significant of the Holy days 

• Actually instituted before Exodus and the delivery out of Egypt 

Ex. 12:41 

Gen. 15:13-14 

• Story of Exodus 

Ex. 12: 6-14 

Lev. 23: 5-6 

• Joshua circumcised all the people that were wandering and re-instituted the Passover for the first 

time in Canaan 

• When Josiah found the Law w/ Hilkiah the priest they again started it with Passover 



• Then again after they were held captive by the Babylonians and Jerusalem was decimated, they 

were released in 520 BC, rebuilt the Temple, and dedicated it with Passover   

 

Describing Paschal/Seder 

• "seder" simply means "order" or "service" 

• 3500 years old – world’s oldest feast 

• Consisted of between 10-20 people according to Josephus as all were to partake of the meal. 

• This is a festive occasion and meant for the home, unlike other festivals for the Temple 

• After 400 years of slavery, sleighed a lamb – then after 400 years of silence between the 

prophets and Jesus’ life the ultimate Lamb of God would be sleighed as well 

• This Passover and communion table is something we will do again in Heaven when we are 

Raptured up to be with Jesus for eternity, so it is great to get a head start.  Jesus said, “I won’t 

take this cup again until all is fulfilled in the Kingdom of God” in Luke 22:16. 

Read Luke 22:29-30. 

• Full day of preparation 

- separate dishes 

- 8 day festival (Passover & week of unleavened bread festival) 

- must clear out all the leaven from your house as it represents sin in the Bible 

- father dons a white robe and head covering (mider) to represent purity – by the way the 

same we will wear during the marriage to Jesus in Heaven when His bride, the church is 

presented to Him, and what His church and army will wear in the Glorious Appearing 

after the tribulation period during the Battle of Armageddon 

• In the time of Christ when the sacrifices were still being done, Peter and John, like everyone, 

were required to kill the lambs themselves. 

• Get in 2 lines in the temple before the priests, one so the priest could capture the blood in a gold 

bowl to pour over the alter, pass it off to another priest, who would in one jerk splash the blood 

on the Great Alter.  Can you imagine the bloody scene and graphic picture of the requirement 

for redeeming us for our sin? 

• The Levite Priests would chant the Hallel while all the people would exclaim halleluyah and 

would repeat these 3 lines: 

“Save now, I beseech Thee, Lord; 

O Lord I beseech Thee, send now prosperity. 

Blessed be He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.” 

Imagine the scene then back at the triumphal entry. 

• The sacrifice was laid on staves which rested on the shoulders of John and Peter, flayed, 

cleansed and the parts which were burnt on the alter removed and prepared for burning. 

• The lamb would be roasted on a pomegranate spit that passed right through it, making sure the 

lamb itself never touched the oven as spoken in Exodus.  

• Starts at sundown and is held on Nisan 14 

- some disputes between John and the other 3 Gospels, but can be explained by 

understanding different ways Sadducees and the Pharisees acknowledged the Passover.  

Some from sundown to sundown, and others from morning to morning, thus Passover 

was held over a day and a half.  Same way that the 3 days in the grave is 

explained…portion of 3 days, not 3 24-hour days. 

• When the 3 stars were visible, a blast of trumpets would resound from the Temple. 

• Horseshoe shaped table, with 1/3 of the table on the open end lacking a covering to house all the 

dishes. 



• Reclined on pillows, leaning on their left hands. The head was generally not on the very end, but 

more towards the middle of one side.  John was on His right side at the end of one side. 

• The chief place was actually to the left of the Head, most likely the one Judas occupied, and 

most likely spurred the issue over who was the greatest when they attempted to take the best 

seats as they entered the room.  This explains not only how Jesus could whisper to John without 

anyone hearing it as John was on the very end of the horseshoe, and how He could pass to Judas 

first. 

• Peter was probably across from John occupying the other end of the horseshoe so he could 

speak with John and Jesus. 

 

God is extremely precise 

Why is this significant to you and me? 

 

In every Seder there will always be three main elements. 

 

1.  The sacrificed lamb   (this was the major element of the Passover) 

     (now commonly represented by a shank bone and four cups of red wine). 

The significance of the blood of the lamb was that it represented protection from judgment 

 

2. The unleavened bread 

Leaven was a yeast-like substance, which caused bread dough to rise.  When the Jews were to 

flee Egypt, there was no time to wait for dough to rise, so they were forced to take unleavened 

bread cakes with them.  In fact, God commanded the Jews to eat this meal with their sandals on 

and their staffs in their hands, ready to flee Egypt in a moment’s notice. 

 

3. The bitter herbs (left out in Jesus upper room discourse – no more bitterness with the Lamb) 

These symbolize the harsh and bitter suffering of the Jewish fathers in Egypt as they labored 

under the yoke of slavery there.  Every member of the family partakes of the bitter herbs (usually 

horseradish) until tears come to their eyes 

 

 

 

Elements in Modern Day Seder: 

 

The roasted shankbone represents the Paschal sacrifices (a slaughtered lamb), which Jews brought 

to the temple during a feast predating the Passover holiday.  

The Maror, or bitter herb (usually horseradish root), symbolizes the bitterness of the bondage the 

Jews endured in Egypt. 

Charoseth is a delicious mixture of chopped apples, nuts, cinnamon, honey, and wine, which 

represents the mortar Jewish slaves used to build the great stone structures of Egypt.  

Karpas, usually parsley or another green herb, is a symbol of hope and the renewal of life promised 

with the coming of spring.  

 

Psalm 105 as reference 

 

Process: 

1. Light the candles – always a woman (brought us the light of the world) 



Woman would say a blessing: 

“Blessed art Thou O Lord our Lord 

King of the Universe 

Who hath sanctified us with Thy commandments 

And bade us to kindle the festival lights.” 

 

2. First cup – Cup of Sanctification 

Usually say 2 blessings, one to Jehovah for creating and provisioning the firstfruits, and the 

second over the return of this feast day. 
 

3. Ceremonial washing of the hands – Where Jesus threw His first real curve by washing their feet 

Probably connected with their argument about who was first 

Naturally would have started with Peter at the end at the opening 

 

4. Hiding of the Unleavened Bread – no explanation 

- takes 3 compartment bag, places one in each 

- blesses them 

- removes the middle piece, breaks it, wraps it in a cloth, and hides it (again, no 

explanation) 

The Afikoman is a part of the middle piece of matzoh. It is broken off and hidden by the 

leader of the seder, and must be found by any children present before the seder feast can 

be served. Traditionally, the one who finds the Afikoman ransoms it back to the leader 

for some type of reward. As you can imagine, this is a huge hit with kids.  

 

5. Youngest present asks 4 questions to give father a chance to tell the Exodus story 

a) Why is this night different than all the rest? 

b) Why are we eating unleavened bread? 

c) Why do we dip twice in the bitter herbs when we never dip? 

d) Why do we recline on cushions? 

 

6. Tells the story of the Exodus and Passover Lamb 

Abraham’s covenant, Isaac, Jacob and the 12 sons and Joseph through famine 

400 years as slaves to Pharaoh 

- dip unleavened bread in horseradish – brings tears to your eyes symbolizing the tears 

they cried to God to deliver them 

- dip bread in apples, nuts, and cinnamon – symbolizes the bricks and mortar they had to 

make without straw when Pharaoh got mad at Moses 

They all reached over and dipped during these parts. 

 

7. 2
nd

 cup of wine – spills a drop into a white plate for each plague and repeats them as he pours it, 

looks like blood representing the harshness of the plague 
 

First Plague: The Nile waters Turn to Blood 
The Nile, the river of Egypt, was the Egyptians idol. The Nile's waters nourished the land and determined the 

welfare of all the people. The Egyptians thirsted after blood when they slaughtered the Hebrews children, and 

now God gave them blood to drink. Now the source that brought the Egyptians life brought death instead 

(Exod. 7:14-25). 

Second Plague: The frogs 



The frogs represented the fertility goddess, Isis, that was supposed to help women in childbirth. Frogs were 

everywhere: in their houses, in their beds, and at their tables. They could not eat, drink, or sleep without their 

precious god. The frog that symbolized life was left to be raked in heaps of rotting piles of death (Exod. 8:1-

15). 

Third Plague: The Lice 

The lice which came up to live out of the dust of the earth represented the Egyptians god of the earth, Seth. 

Matthew Henry notes that lice were small despicable, inconsiderable animals, and yet, by their vast numbers, 

they rendered a sore plague to the Egyptians. God could have plagued them with lions, or bears, or wolves, or 

with vultures or other birds of prey; but He chose to do it by these contemptible instruments (Exod. 8:16-19). 

Fourth Plague: The Flies 

The stinging, disease-carrying flies ruined the land. Beelzebub, the prince of the power of the air, has been 

glorified as the god of flies, the god of Ekron. The fly was always present at idolatry sacrifices. It seems that 

the god partook of those in this manner. This fourth plague came upon the Egyptians only. It made Israel a 

separate and Holy People (Exod. 8:20-32). 

Fifth Plague: The Disease of Livestock 
A great number of cattle died by a sort of pestilence. The Egyptians made the Hebrews poor and so God caused 

great loss to the Egyptians. This disease afflicted only the Egyptian livestock. The Egyptians believed animals 

were possessed by the spirits of gods. The bull was sacred in Egypt, identified in it markings to their god Apis. 

This pestilence, God's Word tells us, did not affect the Hebrew livestock (Exod. 9:1-7). 

Sixth Plague: The Boils 
Again God demonstrated His ability to control nature. When the death of their cattle didn't convince the 

Egyptians, God sent a plague that seized their own bodies. And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood 

before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up toward heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon 

man, and upon beast (Exod. 9:10). Sores in the body were looked upon as punishment for sin, a means by 

which to call one to repentance. None of the Hebrews had any boils. This plague was a direct attack on the 

shamanism of the medico-mystical processes in Egypt (Exod. 9:8-12). 

Seventh Plague: The Hailstorm 
Moses gave the people a one-day warning before this plague. The notice was given because the sorcerers of 

Egypt were also agricultural shamans who supposedly controlled the weather. Those who feared the Lord went 

into shelter (showing us that God had mercy on some of the Egyptians). Those who did not believe God and 

took no shelter died in the fields (Ex. 9:21). There was ice and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such 

as there was none like it in all of the land of Egypt. The hail killed both men and cattle, and battered down the 

herbs, vegetable gardens, fruit trees, and other plants. God, in His judgment, caused it to rain or hail on the 

Egyptians and not on the Hebrews (Exod. 9:13-35). 

Eighth Plague: The locusts  
By this time, Pharaoh's people, his magicians, and advisors, began to rebel. Pharaoh stood alone against God. 

Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that 

day, and all that night; and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts. And the locusts went up 

over all the land of Egypt, and rested in all the coasts of Egypt: very grievous were they; before them there 

were no such locusts as they, neither after them shall be such. The plague was then sent which devastated the 

land and hence the power of the gods and shamans of agriculture. Pharaoh sent for Moses and pretended to 

repent. He asked Moses to pray to God to take the locusts away. And the LORD turned a mighty strong west 

wind, which took away the locusts, and cast them into the Red Sea; there remained not one locust in all the 

coasts of Egypt (Exod. 10:13-14, 19). 

Ninth Plague: The Darkness 

The Egyptians rebelled against the light of God's Word and they were justly punished with darkness. This thick 

darkness was over Egypt three days, but the people of Israel had light where they dwelt. What a picture of dark 

and light, of being lost and saved. The children of God walked in the light while Pharaoh and his people 

wandered in the darkness.  

Matthew Henry's Commentary states, "The cloud of locusts, which had darkened the land (v. 15), was nothing 

to this. It was a total darkness. We have reason to think, not only that the lights of heaven were clouded, but 

that all their fires and candles were put out by the damp or clammy vapors which were the cause of this 

darkness; for it is said (v. 23), They saw not one another. It is threatened to the wicked (Job 18:5-6) that the 

spark of his fire shall not shine, even the sparks of his own kindling, as they are called (Isa. 50:11), and that the 

light shall be dark in his tabernacle. Hell is utter darkness. The light of a candle shall shine no more at all in 

thee (Rev. 18:23)." 



This plague was an attack on the power of the supreme deity of Egypt, the sun god Re or Amun-Re. The 

Egyptians could do nothing but stay in their homes and consider what they had experienced up to now, 

regarding the power of the God of the Israelites. Even then, Pharaoh refused to yield (Exod. 10:21-29). 

Tenth Plague: The Death of the Firstborn 

God said in Exodus 13:2, Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children 

of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine.  

Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary explains the importance of the firstborn: God placed a special claim on 

the firstborn of man and beast (Ex. 13:11-13). This meant that the nation of Israel attached unusual value to the 

eldest son and assigned special privileges and responsibilities to him. Because of God's claim on the first 

offspring, the firstborn sons of the Hebrews were presented to the Lord when they were a month old. Since the 

firstborn was regarded as God's property, it was necessary for the father to redeem, or buy back, the child from 

the priest. Early Hebrew laws also provided that the firstlings of beasts belonged to the Lord and were turned 

over to the sanctuary (Ex. 13:2; 34:19; Lev. 27:26). The firstborn's birthright was a double portion of the estate 

and leadership of the family. As head of the home after his father's death, the eldest son customarily cared for 

his mother until her death, and provided for his unmarried sisters until their marriages. He was the family's 

spiritual head and served as its priest. In figurative language, the term firstborn stands for that which is most 

excellent.ÿ  

The significance of the death of every firstborn in Egypt, from the house of Pharaoh to the slaves and the 

livestock, was great. But Israel would be spared so that there would be an obvious distinction between those 

who belong to the YAWH and those who do not (Exod. 11:1-10). 

And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of 

Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of 

cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great 

cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead. And he called for Moses and Aaron by 

night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, 

serve the Lord, as ye have said. Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless 

me also. And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste; for 

they said, We be all dead men. And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading troughs 

being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. And the children of Israel did according to the word of 

Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: And the Lord 

gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. 

And they spoiled the Egyptians (Exodus 12:29-36). 

 

 

8. Shank bone of a lamb 

Fascinating, isn't it?  That's what will go on all over the world this night. 

And yet, in none of those homes would we find a sacrificed lamb.  The major element of the 

ancient Passover feast will in fact be the missing element from every table tonight.  God never 

said to use a substitute symbol of a shank bone or four coups of wine.  He commanded a 

sacrifice of a lamb. 

But since the destruction of the Jewish temple by the Babylonians in 70 A.D., there has been no 

place of sacrifice appointed by God.  Therefore, there is no sacrifice made. The central portion 

of the feast, the foundational element of the celebration does not exist for the Jew who does not 

acknowledge the sacrifice of Jesus.  And therefore, there is no blood.  And that is a significant 

problem. 

 

Leviticus 17:11...the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make 

atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life. 

 

Atonement means to reconcile or to make peace between two disconnected parties. 

We can only conclude that without the sacrifice of the lamb's blood, there is no atonement for 

life: there can be no connection or reconciliation in our broken relationship with God.  This is 



how God designed us to find Him, to reconnect with Him in relationship.  It is through the life 

in the blood of the sacrificed lamb. 

 

Hebrews 9:22 In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and 

without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

 

This is awfully graphic and strange to us today.  But this was the system established thousands 

of years ago by God Himself for His people.  So, what is a Jew to do today who wishes to 

celebrate God's protection and deliverance but who does not and in fact cannot make sacrifice 

since there is no Temple in which to sacrifice? 

 

There is no sacrificed lamb.  Or is there?  

John 1:29 John saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world!” 

 

He would not only cover but would actually take away the sins of the world.  This was a totally 

new concept.  Until this time, sin was never taken away, it was only covered until the next sin 

offering or until Yom Kippur. 

 

9. Dips parsley in salt and vinegar water 

a) for Israel as a nation 

b) for Egypt that tried to follow along 

 

10. Egg 

Brought in from Babylon, the city of satan for fertility and Ishtar (same as Easter now) 

 

11. Take the meal and the lamb – very Lamb of God 

 

12. Last thing eaten is hidden bread 

 

13. 3rd
 cup of wine – cup of redemption 

"Blessed art Thou, O Lord, King of the Universe, who brings forth fruit from the vine."  

 

It was during these last 2 parts, the bread and the cup, that Jesus took a severe turn in the traditional 

meal with the Lord’s supper of remembrance. 

 

Bread: 

• unleavened – pure 

• striped like His body – Is. 53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 

our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are 

healed. 

• Pierced with holes – Zech. 12:10 "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants 

of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, 

and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one 

grieves for a firstborn son.” 

• Born in Bethlehem – means house of bread 

• Killed during the Passover festival 



• Broken for out transgressions 

• Middle of the 3 breads – trinity, body of the Son of God between the Father and the Hold Spirit 

 

Cup: 

• Fruit of the vine – John 15:1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.” 

• Image of how the Jewish bridegroom proposed to his future wife 

- pre-arranged wedding, on first date asked her to marry him 

- haven’t seen Jesus yet willing to marry Him 

- young man came in and set a cup of wine before the girl 

- the girl had a choice, and if she accepted she took and drank it 

- If yes, the young man went and prepared a place for them to live 

- Father had to inspect the site to make sure it was OK for her to live in 

- Jesus said He was going to the Father to prepare a place, a mansion with many rooms 

that the Father approved 

- If acceptable, young man would come at midnight to get her 

- When he got close, he had to shout announcing his arrival 

- Like a thief in the night, Jesus is coming again in the Rapture for His children – I Thes. 

4:16-18  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with 

the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will 

rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

Therefore encourage each other with these words. 

14. 4th
 cup - A special cup is filled with wine and placed on the Seder table for the prophet Elijah, 

who is said to visit each Seder. At a certain point in the meal the door is opened and a lovely 

hymn is sung to welcome him. This is a favorite ritual for children, who love to hold the door 

open and see whether some of the wine has, indeed, been sipped! 

 

15. Sang rest of the Hallel songs, Psalms 115-118 (probably sang 113-114 before the meal) 

 

16. “Next Year in Jerusalem” 

 

 

II Corinthians 5:21 God made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

 

I Corinthians 5:7 For Christ our Passover has been sacrificed. 

 

 

For meal instructions: 
http://food.homearts.com/food/thoughts/enter/39ente46.htm  
 
 


